
 
 
 

 

 

Summary & comments: Mr F Neale 

1.1. Mr F Neale [4], reports walking and jogging for pleasure by using the Route from point 

A to point B on map (Appendix 6.7.6) for a period from August 1997 to 2013.  Although 

this covers 16 years, only four months are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period.   

(i) During this period he has lived in the area and always believed that he had a right 

to use it believing the status of the Route to be footpath, bridleway or restricted 

byway.  He adds that he had seen footpath signs erected by the Council.  

(ii) He states that the Routes are clearly defined tracks that were about “15ft wide at 

its narrowest” and has always run over the same alignment which he used a least 

2 to 3 times a week.   

(iii) He reports that he has kept to the Route and has never encountered gates, locked 

gates or stiles across it.   

(iv) He recalls a sign at the junction with the county unclassified road, point A, and 

does not remember any other notice or signs on or near the way. 

Comments 
(v) Mr F Neale states that he used the Route and marks on the map in blue between 

points A and B.  This does not represent all the Routes being claimed.  Mr F 

Neale’s evidence only covers the Route between points A and B.  

(vi) This evidence form has conflicts between the description of the Route and his 

map.  The description of the Route “From point A to point B on map (C1-5) [should 

be county unclassified road C51-9[CAMS381/C51-4] FP’s 318/122, 111 and 14”.  

The blue line marked on his map does not join FPs 318/122, 111 and 14 that 

commence at point D on the draft plan (Fig. 1.3).  

(vii) Furthermore, the Forestry Commission submitted a section 31(6) Deposit of 

Statement and plan for the area on the 8th August 1997 and later the Statutory 

Declaration on the 16th September 1997.  Therefore Mr F Neale’s evidence is 

further reduced to at least a month due to the Statutory Declaration being 

submitted in August/September 1997. 

(viii) For these reasons Mr F Neale’s evidence does not give substantial proof of use. 
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Summary & comments Mr & Mrs Koek van Lieshout 

1.2.  Mr & Mrs Koek van Lieshout [5 & 6], report walking dogs, and cycling for pleasure and 

for also visiting neighbours by using the Route from the county unclassified road C51-9 

[CAMS 381/51-4] to existing footpaths 122, 111 & 14 Tintern (A-B-C-D) for a period 

from 1997 to 2013.  Although this covers 17 years, only 6 months are relevant for the 

1977 to 1997 period.   

(i) During this period they have lived in the area and always believed that they had a 

right to use all the Routes.  Mr Koek van Lieshout believes the status of the Route 

to be a footpath/bridleway while Mrs Koek van Lieshout believes the status of the 

Route to be a footpath even though she witnessed horse riders using it several 

times.  

(ii) Mr W Koek van Lieshout has used the Route four times a week while Mrs L Koek 

van Lieshout has use the Route five times a week.  They both report seeing 

signposts for footpath and bridleway that made them believe that they had the 

right to use the Routes and therefore no permission was needed. 

(iii) Mr W Koek van Lieshout reports wandering freely while Mrs Koek van Lieshout 

states that she kept to the path.  They both report seeing footpath and bridleway 

signs but do not remember any other notice or signs on or near the way. 

(iv) They both report walking the Route with each other, friends and family when on 

holiday.  Mrs Koek van Lieshout reports seeing ramblers about 4 times a week 

and horse riders on several occasions. 

Comments 
(v) Mr and Mrs Koek van Leishout’s evidence is based on: their walking; his cycling; 

her observation of horse riders and their reference to footpath/bridleway signs. 

Therefore, their evidence supports public bridleway and footpath rights. 
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Summary and comments Mrs M Simpson 

1.1. Mrs M. Simpson [11], wife to Mr J Simpson (14), reports frequently walking for 

pleasure and being a passenger in her husband’s vehicle driving along all the Routes 

marked yellow and red on her plan attached (Appendix 6.10.7). She reports using all 

these routes for a period from 1965 to 2013.  Although this covers 48 years, only 20 

years are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period.   

(i) During this period she has lived in the area and always believed that she had a 

right to use all the Routes.  She reports that from 1965 and more regularly since 

1981 she walked from home in all directions for relaxation, visiting friends and also 

with visitors for pleasure.   

(ii) She further describes the way as a defined track that has always run over the 

same route and that she has kept to this track that has to her knowledge never 

had gates, locked gates or stiles across it. 

(iii) She recalls there always being several fingerpost signs but does not recall exactly 

what they said.  

(iv) An interview was conducted and she has marked on a map provided the locations 

of fingerposts and where she encountered 20 Ramblers (Appendix 6.10.9). 

(v) Since 1981 she has seen the Routes being used by family members, local 

residents, others and on one occasion she recalls 20 ramblers.  Mrs Simpson 

reports that her husband and sons have driven this route. The local vintage tractor 

club used to come through annually and also the Forestry Commission contractors 

have also driven the Route.  

(vi) She remembers that her husband or another family member have occasionally 

moved rocks, fallen trees or branches to the side of the Route so that they may 

pass.  

(vii) She further states that when they bought a local property in 1981 the vendor Mr 

Walter Saunders told them that they could take a vehicle from the property 

through the forest and come out at Mount View (now Highview) as he had always 

done and gone back by returning into the woods, continuing through Whitelye 

Farm, then to Whitestone, then to Cleddon and Maryland.  

(viii) Mrs Simpson reports that her husband had travelled this route driving a tractor. 

However, the Routes has recently been blocked off and is now obstructed. 

Comments 
(ix) The use of the Routes by the Vintage Tractor Club and the contractors for the 

Forestry Commission was private.  This type of use does not support public 

vehicular rights. 
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(x) Mrs M Simpson confirms that Mr W. Saunders was in his mid-70’s when he sold 

his property to them in 1981.  She presumes that he has now passed away. 

Therefore, it is not possible to obtain a statement from him.   She reiterates that 

“He [Mr Saunders] passed on the information as someone who had used the 

Route and believed it to be a public vehicular way without the need for any 

permission” and is unable to confirm if he is related to Mr B Saunders, another 

respondent. 

(xi) The evidence submitted by Mrs M Simpson is based her own use of the Route 

either: walking; being a passenger; driving a vehicle; her observation of direction 

signs; other walkers (20 ramblers) and vehicular users.  

(xii) Mrs M Simpson’s reporting of vehicular use and other vehicular events and users, 

although interesting, can now (due to the NERC Act 2006) no longer be used to 

establish public vehicular rights.  Therefore, this evidence supports only public 

footpath rights. 
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